CCTA - Administration and Projects Committee October 5, 2006

Subject Request from the Authority’s Citizens Advisory Committee for
Authority Action
Summary of Issues The Authority’s Citizens Advisory Committee has requested, via

memos dated September 6, 2006, that the Authority take specific
actions relative to two BART issues: (1) Initiate discussion with all
involved agencies to improve traffic congestion flow around the El
Cerrito del Norte BART station; and (2) Initiate discussions with
BART regarding the placement of BART ticket exchange locations in
Contra Costa.

Recommendations Receive report from BART staff as to actions that have been taken to
date in furtherance of the objectives set forth in the CAC’s memos,
and direct Authority staff to follow up as appropriate.

Financial Implications | No direct fiscal implications for the Authority have been identified.

Options N/A

Attachments A. Memo from Charles Hogle, CAC Chair dated September 6, 2006 re
El Cerrito del Norte BART Station;

B. Memo from Charles Hogle, CAC Chair dated September 6, 2006 re
BART ticket Exchange Locations.

Changes from
Committee

Background

Two memos from the Chair of the Authority’s Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) were included in
the agenda packet for the September 20, 2006 Authority meeting as part of item 5.0, “Correspondence
and Communications.” Both memos requested the Authority to initiate actions with respect to BART.

One memo requests the Authority to spearhead discussions with BART, the City of El Cerrito and
Caltrans to address traffic circulation problems around the El Cerrito BART station.

The second memo requests the Authority to initiate discussions with BART regarding the placement of
ticket exchange locations (where unused value of multiple tickets can be consolidated in a new ticket) in

Contra Costa.

As there is no established procedure for addressing requests from the CAC, staff was directed to agendize
a discussion of these requests at the APC meeting.

BART staff will attend the APC meeting and report on activities to date towards establishing a ticket
exchange station in Contra Costa and in addressing the traffic circulation at the Del Norte BART station.
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DRAFT

Citizens

Advisory
Committee To:  Contra Costa Transportation Authority

Date: September 6, 2006

From: Charles Hogle, CAC Chair

to the RE: El Cerrito Del Norte BART Station

Contra Costa

Transportation One of the roles of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) is to bring local transpor-
Authority tation issues to the attention of the CCTA as experienced by the everyday commuter.

Accordingly, the CAC periodically asks its members to make presentations on issues
they feel may be falling through the cracks with the thought that the CAC can use its
advisory influence to address these concerns.

One such issue concerns the traffic circulation flow around the El Cerrito Del Norte
BART station.

As you know, the Interstate 80 commute is consistently rated by the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC) as the worst commute in the Bay Area. The Del
Norte BART station is the main mass transit hub for West County commuters, most of
whom live north of Del Norte and exit I-80 at the Cutting Blvd exit ramp. These com-
muters, including those utilizing WestCAT buses, must turn left on to Cutting and then
make a right on to San Pablo Ave to proceed to Hill Street where they must make a
left to enter the BART Station. (See map below and highlighted route #1.)

Due to congestion on 1-80, many drivers use San Pablo Ave as an alternative route as
it parallels I-80. This results in San Pablo being highly congested between Cutting
Blvd and Hill Street. It often takes several changes of lights to make the right turn
from Cutting to San Pablo and more changes of lights to make the left turn at Hill
Street.

The problem is equally as bad during evening commute hours as many drivers get off
at the |-80 Potrero/Eastshore exit to get on San Pablo Ave (See route #2). Because
Eastshore intersects San Pablo at an angle, cars are often caught in the intersection
when the light changes, blocking vehicles trying to make the left turn into BART. The
problem is further exacerbated as vehicles trying to make a U-turn on San Pablo at
Hill Street are unable to do so until traffic clears, thereby denying vehicles behind that
vehicle the ability to make a left turn in to BART. One CAC member related how it
took him 5 changes of lights to get into BART even though there were only about 10
cars ahead of him.
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