CCTA - Planning Committee June 20, 2007

Subject Authority Review of MTC’s Transportation 2035 Plan Draft
Principles, Goals and Scenarios

Summary of Issues MTC staff recommended on June 8" that the Commission adopt draft Goals
for the 2009 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) in July 2007. While the
draft principles and goals have been discussed with CMA and transit
operator staffs, they have not received broad circulation. Accordingly,
because of the prospective limited opportunity for the Authority to comment
on the draft goals before they are adopted, and because they are related to the
alternative scenarios that the Commission is likely to study, Authority staff
suggest the Authority should directly comment on these two matters in order
to provide input to MTC’s Planning and Operations Committee in early July.

Recommendations Transmit a comment letter to MTC Chair Bill Dodd regarding the draft
principles, goals and scenarios

Financial Implications MTC’s Transportation 2035 Plan outlines the planning context and financial
framework for transportation investments over the next 25 years. The last
RTP outlined a financially constrained transportation budget of $118 billion
for the Bay Area through 2030. This includes funding for system expansion,
maintenances, and operations.

Options

Attachments A. Draft Comment Letter from CCTA Chair Charlie Abrams to MTC
Chair Bill Dodd.

B. MTC’s Draft Principles, Goals, and Vision Scenarios from the June
MTC Planning Committee Packet

Changes from Committee | Note: This ifem was not reviewed by the Planning Commitice.

Background

At the June 8" MTC Planning Committee meeting, MTC staff presented the draft RTP principles, goals,
and vision scenarto information shown in Attachment B. Authority staff has reviewed this information,
and proposes to send a comment letter, outlining our key concerns as described below.

Proposed Principles and Goals. MTC staff proposes to apply principles commonly referred to as the three
“g’s” — economy, environment, and equity — to frame the 2009 RTP. The goals from the 2005 RTP
would be subsumed within this framework, as would two new goals — security and climate change. Staff
recommends that the Authority propose appropriate revisions to reflect Contra Costa’s interests and
priorities.
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Vision and Alternative Scenarios. MTC staff proposes to evaluate three alternative scenarios for strategic
expansion against specific performance targets derived from the proposed principles and goals. The three
scenarios are labeled: (1) freeway performance initiatives; (2) high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes and
Express and Local Bus; and (3) rail and ferry expansion. Staff proposes that the Authority explicitly
request that these scenarios be developed in collaboration with both the CMAs and transit operators, in all

instances.

Attachment A is a draft comment letter to MTC for Authority consideration, Staff recommends
transmitting this letter out prior to the end of June, such that the MTC Planning Committee can have the
benefits of our comments in July, prior to MTC’s adoption of the proposed T-2035 policy framework.
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' Attachment A
CONTHA COST7A4
TRANSPORTATION AUTHOAR/TY
June 21, 2007
DRAFT
Hon. Bill Dodd, Chair
MTC
101 Eighth Street
QOakland, CA 94607
RE: Comments ont MTC’s Draft Principles, Goals, and Vision Scenarios for the 2009

Regional Transportation Plan (Transportation 2035)
Dear Mr. Dodd,

At its meeting on June 20%, 2007, the Authority reviewed the draft principles, goals, and
vision scenarios from the MTC Planning Committee agenda packet of June 8™ and
authorized transmittal of the following comments: We look forward to working
collaboratively with MTC at both the board and staff levels, and trust that the 2009 RTP
will reflect both the consclidated vision of our local jurisdictions and the diverse character
and needs of all Bay Area communities.

2009 Regional Transportation Plan: High Priority Goals and Objectives

Staff from the Bay Area congestion management agencies has been working on a series of
objectives that need to be high priorities in the 2009 RTP. While the staff-proposed
framework includes these items to varying degrees, we seck full incorporation and high
priority for the following as explicit 2009 RTP objectives. The Authority believes the
objectives below, evolved from those discussions, also reflect legislative and voter
direction as represented in Propositions 1A, 1B, and local measures including local sales
tax programs and Regional Measure 2 (RM2):

Assure the Foundation: Address the maintenance and rehabilitation needs for local streets
and roads, local bridges and transit — truly embrace “Fix it First.”

Keep Promises: Maintain previous commitments; Accomplish the improvements
envisioned in the CMIA program list, local Sales Tax programs, Resolution 3434, and the
RM 2 program to fulfill the promises made to the voters who authorized these measures.
Management First: Enhance system management as a first response to support previous
investments, and to improve the capacity and efficiency of existing systems.

Strategic Expansion is essential to maintain corridor mobility, including improvements to
support the movement of goods.

Strategies to Support Rational Growth: Encourage improvements to support both transit-
oriented development (TOD) and more dense, walkable communities, through pedestrian
and bicycle improvements, station enhancements and other improvements that foster
more compact growth throughout the region; while at the same time respecting that
investments need to be tailored for the diverse character of rural, suburban and urban
communities across the region.




Hon. Bill Dodd
June 21, 2007 DRAFT
Page 2

Strategies to Improve the Environment: improvements to address the quality of our
environment including improving overall air quality, addressing climate change (i.e.
global warming), protecting endangered species, preserving valuable open space, etc.

We also suggest, as an overarching principle, that the fundamental concept that justified SB
45 in 1997 be applied to the funding of projects and execution of the 2009 RTP:
“Delegation of responsibility to the lowest responsible fevel.” In our view, MTC should set
broad policy objectives, and accept that the CMAs and transit operators — who are closest
to the actual land use decisions, project implementation and transit services — can best
determine, within that policy framework, how to accomplish our mutual objectives.

If the Commission supports the above objectives, we are confident that they can fit within
the broad outlines of staft’s proposed framework, and are prepared to assist in the
appropriate redrafting. In that context additional comments on the details of the framework
that we believe need to be considered are attached.

Alternative Policy Scenarios

MTC staff has defined three alternative scenarios for strategic expansion that they suggest
should be evaluated as part of the 2009 RTP process, to see how each is forecast to perform
in the future: 1) Freeway Performance, 2) High-Occupancy Toll Lanes (HOT) &
Express/Local Bus, and 3) Rail & Ferry. The CMAs and transit operators are the agencies
that would fund, build, and potentially run some or most of these improvements.

Therefore, the Authority recommends that each scenario be developed in collaboration with
both the CMAs and transit operators.

Conclusion

We look forward to working collaboratively with MTC on all aspects of the RTP., We trust
that MTC will work closely with the CMAs — as the most direct representatives of local
governments in the transportation arena — and with the transit operators to formulate a plan
that represents a shared vision, is sensitive to the diverse needs of the Bay Area’s 100+
cities and nine very different counties, and seeks to enhance mobility and access, preserve
and protect the existing system, promote economic vitality, and do so in an environmentally
sensitive way.

Sincerely,

Charlie Abrams

Chairman

c.C. Federal Glover
Amy Worth
CMA Directors

Steve Heminger

Attachment
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