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Commercial and mixed-use areas (generally includes gas stations, dry cleaners, and film
developers) are considered to have a “moderate potential” to encounter hazardous materials
during construction. Areas of Contra Costa County that contain commercial and mixed uses
generally have a higher density pattern. These areas were developed prior to other uses as
described above (residential and open space) and the history of their uses is often uncertain.
These areas are more likely to contain uses, such as gasoline stations, dry cleaners, and film
developers that could have, in the past, used hazardous materials.

Industrial areas such as those located in the western part of the county near oil refineries
are considered to have a “high potential” to encounter hazardous conditions due to current
and historic operations and land uses in these areas. In general, these locations are near San
Pablo Bay, but also include areas near Carquinez Straits and the Sacramento River and Delta.

In addition, areas located on or near major roadways are considered to have a “high
potential” to encounter hazardous conditions, specifically aerially deposited lead. Aerially
deposited lead is described in the Environmental Setting. Major roadways and transportation
corridors in areas that have recently been developed (i.e., Brentwood, Byron, and portions of
Antioch) are less likely to have high ADL concentrations since most of the major roadways in
these areas were built or greatly expanded after TEL was phased out of gasoline.

MITIGATION MEASURES

Mitigation Measure 2.10-2

Where disturbance of impacted soils or groundwater during project construction and
excavation work could expose construction workers, the public, or the environment to
hazardous conditions, sponsors shall consider measures to minimize or eliminate impacts as
part of the design of the project and its environmental review under CEQA and NEPA.
Potential mitigation measures shall be consistent with federal, state, regional and local
regulatory requirements, as discussed in the Regulatory Setting above. Typical mitigation
measures include:

* Preparation and implementation of a soil sampling plan along construction corridors
to determine the presence or absence of soil contamination. If soil contamination is
found, the contaminated soil shall be removed and disposed of in accordance with all
applicable regulatory requirements;

» In the event that soil contamination is encountered, project sponsors shall require that
one competent professional with HAZWOPER (OSHA Hazardous Waste Operations
and Emergency Response Standard) training is onsite at all times during construction
phases to perform soil analyses. All construction shall cease until the contaminated
soil is reused or removed and disposed of in accordance with all applicable regulatory
requirements. A competent professional shall collect verification soil samples to
ensure complete removal of contaminated soil; and



* If any underground storage tanks are discovered during construction, all construction
in the immediate area shall stop until the UST is removed under the guidance of the
Contra Costa Environmental Health (CCEH) or other regulatory agency. If required by
the regulatory agency, removal may include the over-excavation and disposal of any
impacted soil that may be associated with such tanks to a degree considered sufficient
by the CCEH.

SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION

With implementation of Mitigation Measures 2.10-2 the impact would be reduced to a less-
than-significant level.

IMPACT

2.10-3 Disturbance of structural and building components (i.e., asbhestos, lead, PCBs, and PAHs) could
expose construction workers, the public, or the environment to hazardous conditions. ( Significant,
but Mitigable)

As discussed above, some of the existing buildings at the project sites may contain asbestos,
lead-based paint, and/or PCBs.

Ashestos

Asbestos could be encountered during structural demolition of existing buildings, such as
demolition of existing warehouse buildings for the Martinez Intermodal Facility. Asbestos-
containing material is regulated both as a hazardous air pollutant under the Clean Air Act and
as a potential worker safety hazard under the authority of Cal-OSHA. The renovation or
demolition of buildings containing asbestos would require retaining contractors who are
licensed to conduct asbestos abatement work and notifying the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District (BAAQMD) ten days prior to initiation construction and demolition
activities.

Potential exposure to asbestos, and its related chronic adverse health effect, is possible
throughout demolition and renovation if materials that contain hazardous substances are
present during operations.

Lead and Lead-based Paint

Lead-based paint could be separated from building materials during the demolition process.
Separated paint can be classified as a hazardous waste if the lead content exceeds 1,000 parts
per million and would need to be disposed of accordingly. Additionally, lead-based paint chips
can pose a hazard to workers and adjacent sensitive land uses. Both the Federal and California
OSHAs regulate all worker exposure during construction activities that impact lead-based
paint. Interim Final Rule found in 29 CFR Part 1926.62 covers construction work where
employees may be exposed to lead during such activities as demolitions, removal, surface
preparation for re-painting, renovation, clean up and routine maintenance. The OSHA-



specified method of compliance includes respiratory protection, protective clothing,
housekeeping, hygiene facilities, medical surveillance, training, etc.

Section 19827.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, adopted January 1, 1991, requires
that local agencies not issue demolition or alteration permits until an applicant has
demonstrated compliance with notification requirements under applicable federal regulations
regarding hazardous air pollutants, including asbestos. The BAAQMD is vested by the
California legislature with authority to regulate airborne pollutants, including asbestos,
through both inspection and law enforcement, and is to be notified ten days in advance of any
proposed demolition or abatement work.

Demolition and renovation work of any older existing buildings or other painted
improvements could create exposure to lead-based paint if present. Dust generating activities
that include removal of walls, sanding, welding, and material disposal could produce airborne
quantities of lead-laden material. These materials could expose workers and persons in close
proximity, including occupants of off-site locations. Certain project sites could also be
underlain by imported artificial fill of unknown origin, which could contain lead. This is a
significant impact of the proposed Project.

PCB-containing Materials

PCB-containing materials may occur in structures in the project. Demolition of these
structures could disturb PCB-containing materials. The presence of these materials is
considered not likely, therefore, this would be a less than significant impact of the proposed
Project.

Underground Storage Tanks

While a survey for underground storage tanks (USTs) has not been completed the possibility
still exists that USTs could be present at the project site. Prior to UST regulations in the 1980’s,
USTs were commonly installed without being recorded. Therefore, unknown USTs that were
installed prior to UST regulations could be encountered during project construction. This
would be a significant impact.

MITIGATION MEASURES

Mitigation Measure 2.10-3

Where disturbance of structural and building components could expose construction workers,
the public, or the environment to hazardous conditions, sponsors shall consider measures to
minimize or eliminate impacts as part of the design of the project and its environmental
review under CEQA and NEPA. Potential mitigation measures shall be consistent with federal,
state, regional and local regulatory requirements, as discussed in the Regulatory Setting above.
Typical mitigation measures include:



=  Prior to the demolition of any building, a pre-demolition asbestos containing material
(ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) survey shall be performed by the project
proponent. Abatement of known or suspected ACMs and loose or peeling LBP shall
occur prior to demolition or construction activities that would disturb those materials;
and

* In the event that PCB-containing materials are identified prior to demolition activities
they shall be removed, and shall be disposed of by a licensed transportation and
disposal facility in Class I hazardous waste landfill cells.

SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION

With implementation of Mitigation Measures 2.10-3a and 2.10-3b, this impact would be
reduced to a less-than-significant level.





