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Executive Summary

Regional Routes

congestion problems and establish a process by

which all cities, towns and the County work coopera-
tively to manage the transportation impacts of growth in
Contra Costa County. The Action Plan is a transportation
planning document for regional transportation corridors that
assesses existing and future conditions, establishes service
objectives and identifies actions that local jurisdictions will
carry out to manage congestion. A jurisdiction’s compliance
with the Measure C Growth Management Program will be
judged, in part, upon its “good faith effort” to implement the
Action Plan, which is developed through the multi-jurisdic-
tional forum of the Regional Transportation Planning Com-
mittees established through Measure C.

, I ‘ HE BASIS FOR THIS Action Plan is to address existing

Through the Lamorinda Traffic Study process and subse-
quent Action Plan process, the LPMC identified two trans-
portation corridors as Routes of Regional Significance within
Lamorinda. The corridors and key transportation findings
are summarized below.

State Route 24—Caldecott Tunnel to the 1-680 interchange

Barlon-Aschman Associates, Inc.

* The Caldecott Tunnel is an important “traffic manage-
ment” component in a regional transportation system. It
limits traffic flows and thus helps to minimize gridlock
on the regional system.
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Traffic engineering treatments such as HOV lanes and
ramp metering would result in deteriorating traffic con-
ditions along this particular corridor.

This situation is unique to SR 24 because (a) the
Caldecott Tunnel meters traffic due to insufficient capac-
ity, causing significant vehicle congestion along the
corridor and (b) there is not a continuous frontage road
system along the corridor to accommodate ramp meter-
ing which can divert local trips away from the freeway
and onto surface streets.

The vehicle queues at the tunnel form as a resuit of
insufficient capacity through the tunnel. HOV lanes
provide an opportunity for “carpoolers” to bypass much of
the mixed-flow queues by entering the queue near to
at the t el HOV:

“significant
tunnel An

he LPMC determined that this in-
crease in delay would be unacceptable to motorists and
removed HOV lanes from the list of appropriate actions.

PM peak period traffic backups occur at the SR 24 east-
bound off-ramp at Camino Pablo interchange. These
traffic backups frequently impede the use of the right
lane of SR 24.

San Pablo Dam Road—Castro Ranch Road to Bear Creek Road
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-

The primary source of traffic congestion is the Bear
Creek Road intersection. The through capacity at this
intersection is 1,300 vehicles per hour while the demand
is approximately 1,500 vehicles per hour.

The Bear Creek Road intersection along the San Pablo
Dam Road corridor “handles” traffic flows onto Camino
Pablo which is a two-lane road with residential driveway
access.
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